Plagiarism Statement for the Classes of Ray Tedder, Dorman High School

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Collegiate Dictionary <http://www.m-w.com/> to plagiarize is, “to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own: use (another's production) without crediting the source, “ or, “to commit literary theft: present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.”  It doesn’t matter where the words of ideas come from: the internet, a book, a radio or TV broadcast, a speech, the lecture given by a teacher, or from another student to whom you were talking.  If you are working with another student and you both write the same sentence—or even a part of a sentence—this is plagiarism.  It doesn’t matter that you are on the same lab team or study group.  The original words were either yours or the other student’s words.  The person who uses another person’s words or ideas in their own paper, without properly citing that source, is a plagiarizer. 

Wake Forest University’s English Department has published a web page to define plagiarism <http://english.tribble.wfu.edu/english/writing4.htm>.  Here, in part, is what is said at that site: 

Plagiarism is a form of theft. Taking words, phrasing, sentence structure, or any other element of the expression of another person’s ideas, and using them as if they were yours, is like taking from that person a material possession, something he or she has worked for and earned. Even worse is the appropriation of someone else’s ideas. By "ideas" is meant everything from the definition or interpretation of a single word, to the overall approach or argument. If you paraphrase, you merely translate from his or her language to yours; another person’s ideas in your language are still not your ideas. Paraphrase, therefore, without proper documentation, is theft, perhaps of the worst kind. Here, a person loses not a material possession, but something of what characterized him or her as an individual. Plagiarism is a serious violation of another person’s rights, whether the material stolen is great or small; it is not a matter of degree or intent. You know how much you would have had to say without someone else’s help; and you know how much you have added on your own. Your responsibility, when you put your name on a piece of work, is simply to distinguish between what is yours and what is not, and to credit those who have in any way contributed.

Indiana University’s web page on plagiarism <http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html> suggests these guidelines for avoiding plagiarism:

To avoid plagiarism, you must give credit whenever you use

· another person's idea, opinion, or theory; 

· any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings--any pieces of information--that are not common knowledge; 

· quotations of another person's actual spoken or written words; or 

· paraphrase of another person's spoken or written words. 

At a college, technical college, or university, plagiarism can result in a failing grade for the course or expulsion from the college or university.  These become part of your permanent record.

In Ray Tedder’s Courses at Dorman High School, plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the draft or final copy of any paper, lab reports, or any other assignments, written or otherwise, regardless of whether you might otherwise be allowed to correct and resubmit the work.      

I have read and understand the above description of plagiarism and the penalty for committing it.  
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